REVEALING   INDIA'S   PAST

Among the tamarisk-covered sand cones fringing the oases north-
ward our old treasure-seeking guides from Khotan had tracked more
ruins. The excavation of small Buddhist shrines was rewarded by
finds of wall paintings, manuscripts, etc., pointing to abandonment
at the close of the eighth century, as at Dandan-oilik and Domoko.
After spending March and April in exploration in the desert north-
east and north of Khotan we gained Aksu, far away in the north.
On the way, while clearing masses of refuse below a ruined fort on
the desert hill of Mazar-tagh, we gathered quantities of wood and
paper documents in a variety of scripts. The prevalence of Tibetan
records pointed to occupation during the period of Tibetan invasion
in the eighth and ninth centuries.

At Aksu the kind help of P'an Tajen, my old Mandarin friend
from Khotan, made it possible to arrange for a survey by Surveyor
Lai Singh of the outer T'ien-shan range as far as Kashgar. I myself,
after passing the barren unsurveyed hill-chain between Uch-Turfan
and Kelpin, traced extensive debris areas occupied by large settle-
ments down to the eighth century, since abandoned to the desert.
Ruined watch-towers proved that the ancient Chinese high-road to
Kashgar had once passed here. The increasing heat and the thought
of many heavy tasks before me now obliged me to return to
Khotan.

Six weeks of constant toil were spent in Khotan in the sorting
and packing of my archaeological collections, making in the end
fifty camel loads. By August ist, 1908, I was able to send off this
convoy to the foot of the Kara-koram passes. Then I set out with
Lai Singh to the unexplored headwaters of the Yurung-kash river,
and thence over high plateaux to the uppermost Kara-kash. After
passing a line of great glaciers, where the Keriya river has its sources,
and over high plateaux along the main K'un-lun range, crowned
here by peaks of more than 23,000 feet, we struck traces of an old